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When we started …



Or …



Scaled from Rail Road Blue Prints …



Growth and Development of Railroad Historical Societies

Standard Steel Car Builder’s Photo – Keith 
Retterer Collection



Rock Island General Arrangement Drawing 
28049 created in 1930 from Bettendorf 
GA G-860



Late 1970’s the RPM movement begins



Specialty Freight Car Books



Official Railway Equipment Registers and Car Builder’s Cyclopedias



So, where do we go to get more ….?
What kinds of primary source data is still available?
How can we go beyond where we have been?  Consider …



From the 1906 CBC.  Note the Digitized by Google watermark



From Eric Hansmann’s on-line blog on the 
B&O Freight Car fleet in 1926.

http://designbuildop.hansmanns.org/wp-
content/uploads/2018/03/BO_1926_Fleet_
gondolas.pdf

From Eric Neubauer’s PS Freight Car 
Production listing.  These cars were built 
by Standard Steel Car company at Butler, 
Pennsylvania in 1905.  Many entries for 
SSC include a drawing reference, in this 
case the drawing is 3892.





IRM Pullman Library has more than 4400 Standard Steel Car company drawings scanned, but that does not, yet, include number 
3892.   (We have many unscanned drawings.)



But, Keith Retterer’s photo collection includes two views of this lot.



Drawing and RH photo above 
from 1906 Car Builder’s 
Dictionary – Digitized by 
Google

UTLX Collection



From the drawing and other research, 
the number series emerges as 12951 -
13100.





Keith Retterer Collection Photo number 411



So, let’s examine some of these 
newer sources….

I  will post a listing of addresses and links to this meeting’s group site.



Consider Eric Neubauer’s Collection of eBooks
http://eaneubauer.ipower.com/ericsindex.htm



Sample from the Haskell and Barker portion of the list, includes Lot numbers



Keith Retterer Collection

Keith’s list does not include a 
reference to a General 
Arrangement drawing, but one 
exists in the IRM Pullman 
Library Collection



Standard Steel Car Co drawing 46619 
– IRM Pullman Library Collection



250 - 8000 gallon cars

50 - 12000 gallon cars

Both photos from 
the Keith Retterer
Collection numbers 
823 and 825



Standard Steel Car Company Stenciling Drawing 47321
IRM Pullman Library Collection



Keith Retterer Collection  - 829

Portion of Standard Steel Car Company 
Drawing 47807 – IRM Pullman Library 
Collection



Haskell and Barker drawing 1347-3-10
IRM Pullman Library Collection

CB&Q XM-17 and XM-18 Boxcars 
108800 – 109799 and 109800-110799
Built in 1911



Haskell and Barker drawing 1668-3-39
IRM Pullman Library Collection

CB&Q XM-17 and XM-18 Boxcars 
108800 – 109799 and 109800-110799, 
110900 – 111399, 111400 – 113999 
Built in 1911



Haskell and Barker Builder’s Photo
IRM Pullman Library Collection

CB&Q 43500 – 43999 built 1910
Class XA-3



Westerfield CD’s of ORER’s and ACF Builder’s Records



1930 ORER
Photos and Lot List snip from the 
Westerfield ACF Photos and Data Disk



Car Builder’s Cyclopedias



Car Builder’s Cyclopedias







1906 Car Builder’s Dictionary



Tank Car Tariffs – Ian Cranstone (1936 and 1955)

Plus a great website of US and Canadian railroad information including Reporting Marks listings for multiple 
time periods.

Note:  A 1919 Tank Car Capacities Tariff has been digitized by Google Books.



Official Railway Equipment Registers



Posted by Eric Lombard



On – Line Magazines and Indexes

Kalmbach offers on-line access and DVD’s of Model Railroader 
back issues.  Trains index seems to end circa 2009 for non-
Kalmbach publications
A complete set of Mainline Modeler is available from the C&O 
Historical Society
TrainLife.com offers digitized version of other model railroad 
magazines.
White River now offers RMC in a digital version





Photographs

• Bob’s Photos
• Mainline Photos
• Keith Retterer

• Standard Steel Car Company Builder’s Photos
• More than 1500 Passenger and Freight Car photos
• Other photos of trucks and miscellaneous including from the 

1920 Pressed Steel Car Co Catalog
• 8X10 Photographic Prints at reasonable prices

• Barriger Railroad Library - ACF Builder’s Photos on Flickr
• Pullman Historic Site via State of Illinois

• Pullman Standard Builder’s Photos

• Don’t overlook eBay and Google
• Group Lists Sharing



Example of SSC builder’s photo from 
Keith Retterer’s collection



4600 photos that can be 
downloaded thanks to curator, 
Nick Fry and his team.





From Rails Unlimited on-line 
O scale catalog





Museum of Transportation Library – St. Louis, Missouri

• Teresa Militelo – Archivist
• Ed Hawkins – Volunteer
• More than 20,000 ACF drawings indexed 

by Ed Hawkins.  Others still to be 
catalogued

• General Steel Castings drawing on 
microfilm, to be reviewed





John W. Barriger III National Railroad Library – St. Louis, Missouri
Mercantile Library, University of Missouri at St. Louis

• Nicholas Fry, Curator
• Public Access, but appointment needed 

to view most ACF material
• Bills of Material
• Photos

• Photos are being posted on Flickr
• Many RR books and journals in open 

stacks with copy facility nearby



Open book scanning capability.
Save to USB drive or email home



Lake States Railway Historical Association – Baraboo, Wisconsin

• Bob Ristow, President and Curator
• Other Volunteers
• CB&Q Historical Archives
• Significant collections of drawings

• Milwaukee
• Rock Island
• Illinois Central
• Chicago and North Western

• Scanned Glass Plate Negatives and 
other photos

• Freight Cars
• Rock Island Shops



Smug Mug Photo Site

Jim Neubauer Collection

Phil Weibler Collection Ed Wilkommen Collection



Pullman Library, Illinois Railway Museum



Pullman Library, Illinois Railway Museum

• Passenger, Freight Traction and related items
• Bob Webber, Curator
• Ted Anderson, Curator, Emeritus
• 4-5 regular volunteers
• Drawings and Specifications

• Pullman
• Standard Steel Car
• Haskell & Barker
• Pullman Standard
• Budd

• Builder’s Photos
• Contact to request assistance



Thank You!

These are the good days, in many ways.

A listing of contacts, addresses and web sites will 
be posted to the Groups.IO group site


