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Specification P-18, Painting Open Top and Flat Cars, first issued December 28, 1921, indicates the following for repainting of cars:

« Shops equipped for handling F-1 black car cement, between April 1 and October 1 painted the cars BLACK. Shops NOT equipped for handling F-1 cement and ALL shops between October 1 and April 1 painted cars
freight car red/brown. In practice, locations with inside paint facilities appeared to use black F-1 cement year round and accounted for the preponderance of cars repainted.

* From February 20, 1941 to June 6, 1956 cars were painted freight car red/brown. New cars built built in 1956 and later were painted black.

* From about 1960 to 1968 a black paint replaced the F-1 cement and was used year round on hoppers, gondolas and flatcars.

NOTE: Dates quoted are official drawing dates and may not reflect actual dates of first / last usage.
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